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January is a great time to stop and think 

about many things that need to get 

done in the New Year, including reviewing 

your insurances! We realise this may not be 

at the top of your New Year’s Resolution list 

but it is so important to protect yourself and 

your assets and to gain peace of mind.

Conducting a review of your insurances 

needs to be done professionally by someone 

who acts for you to avoid underinsurance 

and inappropriate covers. This will ensure 

that you are paying for what you actually 

need.

At Oracle Insurance we act on your behalf 

and in your interest. John has over 30 years 

experience in the insurance industry and 

is up to date with new products and legal 

requirements to protect You the client. We 

have access to a wide range of insurers and 

their respective products so we can truly 

tailor cover and payment options to your 

specifi c needs.

Contact John Nash on 02 6772 8008 for 

a full review of your current insurance. 

That’s one less thing for you to worry about 

in 2014. Happy New Year from Oracle 

Insurance.

New Years Resolution No.1

UQ Racing, The University of Queensland’s Formula SAE Team recently 
visited O’Connor Catholic College, whilst en-route to the 2013 Formula 

SAE Australasia competition in Melbourne. UQR’s Technical Director, 
Ash Willoughby, is a former O’Connor student.

A S H  W I L L O U G H B Y
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sh joined UQ Racing when 
he started at The University 
of Queensland in early 2009, 
studying Mechanical and 
Aerospace Engineering. 

At the start of 2012, Ash took the role of 
Technical Director of UQR, and has overseen 
the team’s technical development during 
the following two years, a period where the 
team’s competitiveness has increased to where 
UQR will be challenging for a top-fi ve overall 
competition results.

There has also been a focus on the 
management of the team during this time, 
as Ash has led the team to put together a 
roadmap for continual development 
and future success. Ash has 
graduated from UQ at 
the end of the 2013 
academic year, and 
has been accepted 
into a postgraduate 
position in the 
Advanced Motorsport 
Engineering program 
at Cranfi eld University 
in the United Kingdom 
– a centre of development 
for motorsport professionals 
worldwide, including Formula 1.

Formula SAE (FSAE) is a student 
design competition organised by the 
Society of Automotive Engineers. The 
competition requires student teams to 
design, develop and fabricate a small Formula-
style (open-wheeled and open-cockpit) race 
car while adhering to a set of general design 
requirements and regulations.

These general design requirements and 
regulations are open enough for different 
teams to develop and implement varying 
race car design philosophies. In addition, 
it challenges students to think of new and 
innovative ideas, and ensures the safety of all 
competitors. 

In total, over 450 teams worldwide compete 
in Formula SAE. There are over ten annual 
competitions held in seven countries, allowing 
teams from different regions of the world to 
compete against one another. Each competition 
spans several days and features a variety of 
static and dynamic events. The static events 
feature industry experts and professionals who 
judge the design, cost and marketability of 
the competing cars. The dynamic events test 
the cars’ acceleration, handling abilities, its 
reliability and fuel effi ciency.

UQ Racing was established in 2001, and 
competed with its fi rst Formula SAE race car at 
the 2001 Formula SAE Australasia competition. 

The team currently consists of 
approximately 35 undergraduate 

students from across the 
University of Queensland, 

with a range of 
backgrounds including 
engineering, business, 
commerce, marketing 
and IT.

UQ Racing provides 
students with 

practical educational 
opportunities, to gain 

real world experience in 
project management, teamwork, 

fi nancial and resource management, 
detailed engineering design and hands-

on manufacturing in a highly competitive 
environment. All aspects of UQ Racing are 
managed by students. 

FSAE Australasia 2012 saw UQ Racing win 
the Presentation event and placed third in the 
Acceleration event.

This was a good indication of a brighter future 
for UQ Racing. Building on this momentum, 
UQR has spend 2013 designing, building and 
testing a brand new competitive Formula 
SAE car, which was shown to the students 
at O’Connor Catholic College on Monday 9 
December.

“There are over 

ten annual 

competitions held 

in seven countries, 

allowing teams from 

different regions of 

the world to compete 

against one another.”


