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...  and the river was dust.

W
e are lucky to live where we 
can touch the real world … 
the natural realities of life on 
this little planet as it whirls 

through space.
In Australia that means a spectrum from 

drought to fl ood, all on the thin old old soils of 
the most ancient continent.

We have come to understand Australia more 
than the European arrivals fi rst did but however 
much better our management of the land 
may be (or not) the facts of our continent stay 
with us. It is harder living in what I call ‘fi ling 
cabinets’ – the new high-rise towers starting 
to dominate skylines in the world’s cities – to 
get a real handle on the facts of the earth that 
sustains us.

And we are told by an overwhelming number 
of scientists that we face more and increasing 
climatic variations.

Judith Wright understood realities when she 
wrote ‘South of my Days’: 

Droving that year, Charleville to the Hunter,
Ninety-one it was, and the drought 

beginning... It was the fl ies we seen fi rst, 
swarming like bees. Came to the Hunter, three 
hundred head of a thousand – Cruel to keep 
them alive – and the river was dust. Not much 
has changed in lots of ways for those on the 
land.

Local girl, Hester Fraser, has written a song 
for the Drought Appeal. It’s called DUST:

I see the lines on your face/ I see the look in 
your eye/ know the love you have for this place 
… And you try so hard you almost break/ and 
you give and give til there’s no more/  

But hold on for one more day, keep holding 
out for that fi rst drop of rain…

Hester will be singing it at the Armidale Club 
on April 26 and it’s available on iTunes (search 
GOLDHEIST). Hers is one of many community 
fundraisers for drought relief, each working in 
their own way: gardeners, animal lovers, 2AD’s 
Appeal Fund, Focus Magazine, the ADC, NE 
Mutual… 

Thank god for those who hang on for rain. It 
does come, sometimes more than enough but 
still too late!  People who don’t know the bush 
don’t know the love we have for ‘this place’. 

John Heffernan’s 52nd book is told through 

the eyes of a 14-year old boy in Afghanistan 

dreaming of a brighter future. He says ‘This is a 

story about how youth can change the world’.  

One of his ‘Through My Eyes’ series about 

young people in war zones, John ‘s world and 

infl uence spread far from his Walcha base.

Speaker for the Armidale Sanctuary 

fundraiser this year was Matthew Cleary, 

President of Medecins Sans Frontieres, 

Australia. ‘Humanitarian Access and the Right 

to Healthcare’ sound fundamental to us but are 

so problematic in much of the world.   MSF is a 

standout organisation.

With 66 contributors, the ADC’s ‘Armidale 

150 Years’ co-ordinated by Poh Woodland 

celebrates 150 years of local government  - 

an important record and a book well worth 

owning.

A farewell at Tas’s Hoskins Centre for OAMs 

Christopher and Judith Ross-Smith:  both 

contributed so much, particularly to theatre, 

in Armidale - too long to list.  I refuse to say 

‘Good-bye’ so will leave it at ‘au revoir’. 

 Also at the party was the very special 

Sue Fell, that day rewarded by the University 

with an Honorary Doctorate celebrating her 

contribution to Theatre Studies . 

We all occasionally have ‘bees in our 

bonnets’.  A buzzing one of mine lately is 

wondering whether terminology works against 

us the way our air services are designated 

‘Regional’. Aren’t we ‘Domestic’ too?  

Somehow it sounds easier in the future to direct 

us away from Mascot and the quick city access 

I believe is vital. I know it’s an accepted usage 

but if we don’t constantly watch developments 

we’ll just be Xed out of the equations. 

Ending on a happier note: three cheers for 

the Armidale Urban Rivercare Group, doing 

a wonderful job for the environment and the 

community.

Ditto the Volunteers at Saumarez who were 

celebrated at the 30th anniversary of the 

handover to the National Trust by the White 

family.

Susie Dunn

O
racle – our point of difference

Oracle was founded on the 

belief that your insurance needs 

should be considered as one, 

rather than having to deal with separate 

providers.

While most insurance specialists focus on just 

one area; Oracle has the skills, experience 

and access to both the general and 

life insurance markets, making 

us a unique business.

We feel this distinctive 

offering provides you 

with the best outcome 

and importantly, 

allows your risk 

protection strategy to 

develop, based entirely 

on your needs and 

changing circumstances.

Protection is everything
We provide a tailored insurance 

solution with a full understanding of 

your personal and business risk profi le so you 

can relax knowing your personal and business 

assets including you and your family are 

protected under one risk manager, Oracle!. We:  

• properly identify all personal and business 

risks 

• explain the impact of life risks on business 

operations and vice versa

• have access to most General and Life insurers 

in the Australian market

• provide personal assistance in the event of a 

claim – deal with us in person, as opposed to a 

stranger over a phone

Business Owners – our specialty!
As a business owner you are faced with a 

variety of risks.  Working with Oracle Insurance 

we can compare the nominal cost of insurance 

to the fi nancial burden that some of these risks 

present.  

The importance of different types of 

insurance depends on your own circumstances.  

For this reason it is important to seek the 

right advice to properly structure an insurance 

programme that will address both General and 

Life insurance risks.  

A few key protection strategies all business 

owners should consider include:

• Income Protection (pays up 

to 75% of your income if you 

become injured or unwell 

and subsequently cannot 

work)

• Key Person (offers 

you the ability to insure 

a key person, integral 

to the business – i.e. 

Partner, highly skilled 

employee etc)

• Business Expenses 

(provides a monthly benefi t to 

cover fi xed business costs if you 

become injured or suffer an illness and are 

unable to work)

John Nash, principal of Oracle Insurance 

has more than 30 years insurance industry 

experience working as both a general insurance 

broker and underwriter. He sees the region  

poised for further growth and Armidale well 

placed to service this growth.  He believes, with 

such growth comes the need for the experience 

and expertise that the team at Oracle Insurance 

offers.

Suite 5 / 128 Dangar Street, Armidale.
T. (02) 6772 8008 M. 0417 471 476
www.oracleinsurance.com.au

Oracle Insurance Solutions Pty Ltd CAR No. 321305 and 
John Nash AR No. 321200, are Authorised Representatives 
of Westcourt General Insurance Brokers Pty Ltd. AFS Lic 
238447.
Oracle Life Solutions Pty Ltd ABN 62 129 005 045 is a 
Corporate Authorised Representative of Capstone Financial 
Planning Pty Ltd ABN 24 093 733 969 AFSL / ACL No. 
223135, Level 14/461 Bourke Street, Melbourne VIC 3000.

I N S U R A N C E  M A R K E T
Advertisements appear every day offering a range of different 

insurances and providers making it hard to know where to 

start!  Insurance is simply a form of finance that offers some 

financial security when things go wrong.  Given the range of 

products on the market and the investment you make when 

buying insurance it is important to get the right advice.

“As a business owner 

it is important to 

seek the right advice to 

properly structure an 

insurance programme that 

will address both General 

and Life insurance risks.”


